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People and the rainforest
Robin Hanbury-Tenison

“It’s very important for the governments of the world and the people of the world to
listen to us the indigenous peoples who have lived on the planet for thousands of years.
We have to help the world when it’s crying out…Everybody, the politicians and the UN
have to listen and respect the earth and stop destroying it and taking out the riches.”
Davi Kopenawa Yanomami, shaman and Yanomami leader known as the ‘Dalai Lama of the rainforest’

Survival International was founded forty-five years ago
by a group of us who were appalled by what was being
done to the Indian tribes of Brazil by the very government
agency responsible for caring for them.

A little Ot Danum girl running through the forest far up the Melawi river in Kalimantan, the Indonesian part of the island of Borneo. She was as at home there
as any western child in a playground and already knew the names and uses of many plants. 1973. Picture © Robin Hanbury-Tenison

The Awá are finding it increasingly difficult to find game in the forest, and Awá have been brutally
attacked by loggers whilst out hunting. Monkeys, peccaries and tapir are all running away. ‘Everything
is dying. We are all going to go hungry. We are not finding any game, because the white people use guns
and kill all the game,’ Pire’i Ma’a, Awá man. Picture © Sebastiao Salgado / Amazonas / nbpictures
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It is thought that there are around 100
uncontacted Awá who still live in the
rainforest without any interaction with
outsiders. They are some of the last
uncontacted people on the planet.
© Sebastiao Salgado / Amazonas / nbpictures

